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FUNGI IN THE WOMBAT FOREST 
LEADER: GEOFF LAY 


On the first Saturday in June we, 12 Field Nats, set out mushrooming- 
sorry I mean a Fungi Foray. On our way the difference in the activities 
happening to those we usually see on Sunday mornings was remarkable. 
Another remarkable scene was a black cow and calf grazing very close to 
the roadway — a dangerous situation which Clare was told by a person 
near the road, 1s often the situation. oe 


- 
Wombat Forest was the place of choice, 

with the first stop being the intersection of 
Barkstead North and Rocklyn Roads. Les 7 
had warned us that there were not a great | 
supply in the bush but with many eyes on 

the ground we had a successful fungi foray. 7 
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For the many fungi we saw and some, 
descriptions, refer to the list given in the @ tae 
table. Many of them were YAM’s (yet '™ a 93m 
another Mycena)! The variety of bright its, : 
colours of the fungi — black, white, red, Calostoma fuscum - Tall 
orange, green, blue, yellow, cream — made Capped puff balls on a stem 

up for the lack of coloured flowers. For the 

whole day we did not see any flowers except for the Common Heath, 
Epacris impressa, 1n its various shades of pink, and again we viewed the 
buds of the Wombat Leafless Bossiaea, Bossiaea vombata, unique to 
Wombat forest. 
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Even though it was a sunny day few birds were seen except for a few 
Rosellas. Others we could only hear in the tree tops. 


A sunny day did not mean a warm day so we kept moving when possible 
and had a quick lunch at the second location on Cairns Rd. after passing 
through the area of Korweinguboora - a chance to practise our spelling! 


Thanks to our visitors Geoff and Yanni, and to Les we had a busy day 
identifying many fungi. 
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Intersection of Barkstead and Rocklands Roads 


Austropaxillus infundibuliformus 


Phelloden niger 

Amanita sp. 

Dermocybe austroveneta 
Collybia eucalyptorum* 
Pholiota malica 
Cortinarisis 

Stereum illudens* 
Heterotextus pezizoformis* 


Cortinarius fibrilliosus 


Hypholoma fasciculara* 
Mycena albidofusca 
Crepidotes nephrodes* 
Mycena interrupta* 
Tricholoma sp. 


Russula persanguinea”* 


Dermocybe canaria 
Cortinarius sinapicolor 


Psilocybe subaeruginosa 


Ramaria botrytis 

Fuligo septica 

Stropharia semiglobata* 
Ryvardenia campyla 
Cortinia austra aff.ilacia’?? 
Scleroderma 


Gymnopus dryophilus 


Brown, funnel-shaped with forked gills 
Dark, tough, leathery flat to funnel-shaped top 


Greenish, convex when young, spores brown 
Cream top and gills 

Medium-sized, convex, light brown, yellow gills 
White underneath 

Shelf fungus with pale margin 


Sulphur tuffs 

Greenish yellow gills when young 

Small, conical, translucent centre of cap 
Pale shelf fungus 

Small, blue with dark centre (doll’s eyes!) 


Reddish-purple centre-depressed top, gills 
yellow 


Bright yellow 
Yellow, glutinous, convex to flat top 


Medium-sized, conical greasy top, bluish stem — 
magic mushroom 


Wine-coloured white-stemmed coral fungus 
Yellow slime mould on dung 
Hemispherical top, pale gills 


Brackets on stump (dog’s vomit) 


Puff ball 


274 Oudemansiella radicata Rooting shank Very long white stem with 
viscid brown cap 


Parasol-like (little brown job) 


150 ‘Lactarius eucalypti Broken gills produce white "milk" 

450 Calocera Yellow branched jelly fingers 

16 Amanita xanthocephala Yellow-orange-red and spotted cap 

327  Ramaria ochraceosalmonicolor Salmon-pink coloured coral 

267 ~~ Tricholoma eucalypticum Caespitose-crowded from a common base 
298 Suillus Has pores, viscid cap 


Cairn's Road, Wombat forest 
302  Clavaria amoena Yellow fingers, coral fungus 
304 Clavaria miniata Orange-red fingers 


107- Hygrocybe sp. 


277 | Omphalotus nidiformis Remains of a large ghost fungus 
? Sterialudoumo 
459 ‘Tremella mesenterica Yellow brain-like mass on log 
179  Marasmius alveolaris Small caps, tough tall stems 
7 Clameua sp. Creamy coral fungi 
508  Leotia lubrica Jelly on stem 
194. Mycena cystidiosa Surrounded by many threads of mycena 
? Bisporella atrina 
346 Calostoma fuscum Tall capped puff balls on a stem 
112. Hygrocybe chromolimonea Small yellow on stalk 

Mycena nargan Black conical caps 


See the Wombat Forest website http://www.wombattforestcare.org.au for photos of 
the fungi. 


Fran Hanrahan 


A BUSHWALKERS EXCURSION AROUND AUSTRALIA 


While some members may have been disappointed that our guest speaker 
did not speak on the advertised topic of fungi, who could really blame him 
when he had spoken on fungi three times in the previous fortnight. Geoff 
Lay has broad interests and while fungi are among them he showed us 
through his presentation, that bushwalking and photography also feature 
strongly. 


Geoff purchased his first camera in 1969 so has a photographic record of 
forty year of trips to draw on. He is also a member of the Nature 
Photography Club. He began the pictorial journey with coastal areas such 
as London Bridge and Island Archway, and then to Wilson’s Prom, then 
headed for the mountains. 


One aspect of taking photos 1s that one can go back over years and have a 
record of what an area was like before development and we saw a photo of 
Mt Stirling before Mr Grollo and the sky lodge development. The mountain 
theme continued with vistas of alpine gardens, snow, icicles, snow gums 
burnt and unburnt. We heard that mountains make ideal bushwalking 
territory in Victoria, as one side of the mountain 1s always accessible if 
there is bad weather and that Mt Abrupt has one of the best views. 


We travelled through Victorian gorges to Tasmanian’s central plateau to 
see richeas and cushion bushes. Richea pandanifolia is the second tallest 
heath plant in the world and is endemic to Tasmania. It was then up to the 
Darling Downs, Brigalow and Acacia chinchilla and electrical storms in 
Queensland and Balanophora a pseudofungi which grows as a parasite on 
the roots of other plants. 


There were photos of King’s Canyon and the Standley Chasm flannel 
flowers and Allocasuarina decaisneana or desert oak, which don’t put out 
any side branches until they hit the water table. The Port Augusta’s Arid 
Land Botanic Garden featured, as did the eremophilas. Eremophilas flowers 
are curved with wide openings to allow birds to pollinate them and the ones 
with dots guide insects 1n to pollinate. 


We enjoyed the wildflower displays in West Australia and the anecdote 
about a Japanese tourist who wondered how long it took to knit a Banksia 
coccinea flower! 


I think one of the indications of a keen photographer, is when they are 
prepared to travel with a sheet of Perspex big enough to wrap around 
themself in order to get a photo on a windy day. Thanks to Geoff we had a 
whirlwind tour of some of Australia’s beautiful vegetation and vistas. 
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FIELD NATURALIST CLUB NEWSLETTER ITEM 
PETER BILLINGS 


I am in dire need of suggestions for an original Field Naturalist article for 
the club newsletter. Would I go for flora or fauna? What about local 
experience? Would I talk about geology, fossils or behaviour? Would I talk 
about internal func-tions such as vision or comparative studies of senses or 
evolution? Which have been my biological fortes? What has come to the 
forefront of research since the period of my early studies at a university? 
Where can I pick up? I have a few anecdotes about my semesters at 
Monash. Maybe I could describe my early efforts at student leadership yet 
give myself due credit. Please excuse my nervous tone and the tendency to 
jump around and project my ideas. One tendency in my writing 1s 
digression in order to fill gaps in the reader's background. I do not consider 
this to be a bad thing in itself. I learned to do this from the style and 
example of one of my Physics lecturers, Prof Pilbeam as he expounded his 
interpretation of the Special Theory of Relativity (attributed to Albert 
Einstein). It could be said that I was "aping " rather than expounding! And 
need to grow up. 


Let me describe some activities of my fellow students which on reflection 
have made me feel a certain fondness towards them. The memories are in 
contrast to some less endearing of my personal reactions aroused then. 


In my first anecdote, Bill, one of my Zoology peers, augments breakfast 
with a difference. The scene is set as one sunny but brisk morning in the 
break after the first year second semester. A small group of Monash Uni 
students gather for a morning meal in the hut on Glennie Island, near 
Wilson's Promontory. The weather is clearing with a promise of a fine day. 
I was looking forward to a bite to eat. While the most of the others enjoyed 
a sleepin, I had made a brief early scoutabout. My aim was to prepare for 
the introduction of my new friends to more of the immediate surrounds of 
the island. As usual I was adventurous but cautious. 


I returned refreshed and found breakfast to be in full swing. People doing 
their own thing. Cereals were available and I cooked porridge only to find 
my good intention was laughable. My sardines-on-toast recipe was also 
cultable. There was competition for the cereals and we had a limited 
supply of milk, and little packets of honey, jam butter and vegemite as 
found in a hotel or motel). There was fresh fruit, courtesy of yours truly 
and this was backed up with canned fruit. A reluctant agreement and a 
compromise had been made between another member and myself at the 
out-set. He provided the cans of food. (To be continued. ) 
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FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INCORPORATED 
No. A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
Minutes of the Meeting held at the Primary Industries Training Centre 
June Club Minutes Fri June 1° 2012 


Opening and Apologies. 


Attendance: The President, Peter Dalman, welcomed 30 members & 
visitors. There were seven apologies. Moved: Denis Thurgood, Seconded: 
Peter Billing 


Minutes of previous meeting: Moved: Ken Hammond Seconded: 
Claire Dalmam 


Correspondence. 


IN: 
Field Nats News May 2012/FNCV Junior Naturalist 
Geelong Naturalist May 2012/Castlemaine Naturalist May 2012 
Bendigo Bank Statement 
Whirrakee May 2012 
Victorian Naturalist April 2012p 
TFN Bulletin May 2012 
Andrew Isles catalogue 
RHSV Conference flyer 
Receipt from Environment Victoria 
Subs from A Schroeder. 
Birdlife Australia - Volunteer Newsletter, April 2012. 
VNPA Appeal for donations especially as 60" anniversary. 
Receipt from SEANA for subs 
Minutes from SEANA re AGM and General Meeting in March 
Flyer from Melbourne Travel Club/RHSV Gardeners Gazette and flyers. 


OUT: nil 
Reports 
Treasurer's Report: Opening balance $4872.52 Income $186.80 


Expenses: $0 Closing balance:$5059.32 Moved: Les Hanrahan, 
Seconded: John Mildren 


Arbor Day, Victoria Park — several members attended, to find the holes 
already dug, trees placed ready for planting — a re-enactment of the 
original Arbor Day ceremony. 


Les Hanrahan had attended a fungi conference in Tasmania, with 2 days 
of talks and 2 days of field excursions on Mt Wellington and the Tarkine. 
Appropriately the weather was very wet! 


General Business 


Booking of 14 beds in Star Of the Sea, Apollo Bay for club camp, nights 
of July 13, 14, $40 ppn, renovated, shared ensuites.11 people signed up so 
far. It was explained to members that the Sunday night booking had been 
cancelled as insufficient people would be staying a third night. 


Reminder: Subscriptions due. 


John Petheram mentioned that BREAZE was giving away eco-briquettes 
( made from materials from demolished buildings). 
Show & Tell/Field Reports 


Carol Hall — photos of albatrosses and petrels from Kaikoura, NZ; GC 
Grebes nests and Gt Egret on Lake Wendouree. 


Les Hanrahan — fungi conference material. 
Mike Cuttle, 29.5.12 at Winter Swamp — pair of Brolgas roosting. 


Jane Marriott, 1.6.12 at Broomfield — first Tetratheca flowering; male 
Red-headed Mouse Spider. 


Val Hocking, 28.5.12 Ballarat East — Grey Currawong on backyard fence. 


Carol Hall, 30.5.12 Clarkesdale — 2 Golden Whistlers, lots of Buff- 
rumped Thornbills, | Scarlet Robin, | Grey Shrike-thrush, several Superb 
Fairy Wrens. 

Excursion Arrangements 


Saturday June 2 — Fungi with Geoff Lay — Barkstead, Cairns Rd area. 
Syllabus Item 


Geoff Lay decided on a totally different presentation from what we had 
expected — a bushwalker’s natural history tour of Australia! Slides and 
images from the 1970’s onwards had been compiled into themes, and 
generated much comment especially when historical shots were compared 
with more recent images, or unusual species appeared on the screen. 
Landscapes and flora were Geoff’s main interest. Peter Dalman thanked 
Geoff for his interesting presentation. 

Supper 


Subs are now OVERdue! 


If you would prefer to pay your sub by direct banking or to pay your 


membership on the internet, our bank details are: Field Naturalists Clupof 
Ballarat Inc. . 
Please remember to add your name. 


CALENDAR 2012 


JULY 

Fri 6 Members’ Night - selection of topics presented by members 
Val Hocking , Galapagos Islands 
Elspeth Swan, Native Biodiversity in Cemeteries 

Sun 8 Werribee Gorge Paul & Elspeth will be leading. Members will 


need good footwear and a walking stick 1f they usually have one for 
rough conditions. Some sections of the tracks may be slippery and 
narrow with loose gravel. 


Tues 24 Committee Meeting 


AUGUST 

Fri 3 Tim D’Ombrain, Botanist and Environmental Consultant, Rare 
Plants Southwest of Melbourne 

Sun 5 Snowgum Block, Dereel Tim D’Ombrain 

Sun 19 Wattle Flat - Pootilla Landcare Group tree planting along Yarrowee 


River at Ditchfield Lane beginning at 10am. 


This is a REMINDER to those members who have signed up for the camp 
that payment is required at the latest by the July 6th meeting - $80 per 
person for the weekend i.e. two nights, departing on the Sunday. 


Committee 
Presi@enity.. 3 seees stevie: Peter Dalman 
Vice-President .................. Fran Hanrahan 
ECT ELAIN: res screeastacaresa dana Carol Hall 
WROASUIEE sss cc ccaconsaspasoweees Les Hanrahan 
CP aar: [IBAA way covsesizermeas even tess John Gregurke ........ceeceeeeeeees 
Val HOCKING. .csciaiieatesn sans. FOR MABmGreti sii ssirctorsaaiueteeteeses 


Elspeth Swat avcssessecetavaneeaes 
Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 


Email: Secretary: Carol Hall, 
Editors: Nina Netherway, 
Fran Hanrahan 


Website: http://heldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts, 
on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 

Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies 
and Gregory Sts. at 9.30unless otherwise advised. 
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